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November is National Adoption Month and Connecticut is taking the opportunity to find permanent families for children in foster care by raising public awareness about the joys of being an adoptive parent. Connecticut has seen improvements in both the number and timeliness of adoptions. However, there are always additional children in foster care who need a permanent family. 
As part of the month's activities, the Department, in partnership with broadcast and print media from across Connecticut, is getting the word out about foster care adoption. On the weekend of November 5th & 6th, "Bells of Hope" will ring out at hundreds of churches across Connecticut joining the Department and non-profit community collaboratives to raise public awareness.  
Additionally, on November 18, 2011, the Department along with various Probate Courts will celebrate Adoption Day when children will be adopted by their families in the final and formal legal proceeding that culminates in a full adoption.


	State Fiscal Year
	Finalized Adoptions
	Subsidized Guardianship
	Total

	2011
	   163
	137
	300

	2010
	   525
	177
	702

	2009
	   643
	220
	863

	2008
	   634
	234
	 868

	2007
	   530
	335
	 865

	2006
	498
	308
	806

	2005
	561
	189
	750

	2004
	434
	194
	628

	2003
	322
	234
	556

	2002
	782
	296
	1078




· The Agency is aggressively recruiting for 30 children who are waiting to be adopted
	Age
	

	Age 0-5
	1

	Ages 6-12
	12

	Ages 13 and up
	17


	Ethnicity
	

	African American
	9

	Caucasian
	15

	Latino
	3

	Other
	1


· 194 Families Are Waiting To Adopt
 


· Begin by calling 1-888-KID-HERO

· Training required to become an adoptive parent takes approximately 10 weeks

· It takes approximately 3-4 months total to become licensed, including training, a home-study and background checks.


· Children may be eligible for both a financial and a medical subsidy.  Financial subsidies range from approximately $9,066 to $10,001 per year for most children who are adopted, depending on their age.  The subsidy for children with complex medical needs is $16,523.

· Adopted children are eligible for DCF’s post secondary education financial assistance program. (Financial assistance is offered up to the cost of the Connecticut State University system).
· Families can receive help through the Adoption Assistance Program or the Permanency Placement Services Program for emotional or behavioral issues after adoption finalization.
For More Information about Adoption call 1-888-KID-HERO
For More Information about Adoption call 1-888-KID-HERO

